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Department of Civil Engineering, National Chiao Tung University
Doctoral Degree Program Regulations
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This set of Regulations is instituted in accordance with the “University Act and
Enforcement Rules of University Act,” “Enforcement Rules of Degree Conferral Law,” and
the “National Chiao Tung University Regulations for Master and Doctoral Degrees
Conferment,” and “Regulations for a Dual-Degree by National Chiao Tung University and
Overseas University”.
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Duration of Study
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In general, graduate students should complete the doctoral degree program from 2 to 7
years. An additional academic year is granted for students of in-service training.
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The duration of the study does not include the period of absence from school. Students
may apply for a leave of absence from school for 1 semester, 1 academic year or 2
academic years before the final examination of the semester but the total period of
absence should not be longer than 2 academic years
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Graduate students in the doctoral degree program may apply for absence from school at
the consent of the academic advisor in the period of waiting for the presentation of the
dissertation.
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Graduate students in the doctoral degree program should withdraw from study if unable
to complete the course requirement or credit requirement at the end of the above period
of study, or if failing in the degree examination.
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I. Course Requirement
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The credit requirement for graduation is specified below:
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Students who hold a master's degree shall complete 18 course credits before
graduation.
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Students directly pursuing the doctoral degree shall complete 30 course credits
before graduation.
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The above course credits for graduation do not include the credits for seminar and
doctoral dissertation. Graduate students in the doctoral degree program must
complete the curriculum in the seminar for 4 semesters.
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The scoring of the courses of study is on the percentile basis where the passing mark is
70. Credit will not be granted for courses with scoring falling below 70.
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In case of a query about the courses that earn credits for graduation, the Department
Affairs Committee shall determine if credits should be granted. Students who have also
taken courses at the undergraduate level will not earn course credits for graduation.
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Graduate students in the doctoral degree program must pass the English proficiency test
for the students of the doctoral degree program after registration for study and before the
degree examination. Related rules and regulations as well as the implementation
procedures will be instituted separately.
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IV. Credit Transfer
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Students who have taken credit courses offered by this department before admission to
the doctoral degree program may transfer up to 6 credits of the passed courses to the
doctoral degree program of this department at the consent of the academic advisor and
the Chairman of the Department on condition that the above credits have not been
transferred to the doctoral degree program for graduation purposes.
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Graduate students in the doctoral degree program who have dropped out of school in the
duration of study for specific reasons, and have then taken the admission examination
for a reattempt for admission, the course credits previously earned by the students will
be recognized if there is no change in the area of specialization of study. The course
credits specified in this subparagraph may be transferred once only.
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Graduate students engaged in the study of joint programs between NCTU and overseas
universities, and who have taken courses meeting the passing requirement may transfer
the credits taken from these courses in accordance with the “National Chiao Tung
University Credit Transfer Regulations,” and refer the credits to respective subject area
groups of this department for review.
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V. Thesis Advisor
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Students of the doctoral program must choose a full-time faculty in respective areas of
specializations no later than the end of the 1st academic year as the academic advisor of
the doctoral thesis, and may invite other faculties as joint advisors. Upon making the
choice, students should propose such to the Office of the Department. The same
procedure applies to any change in academic advisor.
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The Office of the Department should provide the list of new students who have chosen
their thesis advisor in respective areas of specializations before the commencement of
the semester for the confirmation and coordination among the subject area groups.
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Thesis advisor of graduate students must be full-time faculties of this department.
Full-time faculties of this department may recommend other adjunct faculties, faculties
of other departments, or scholars and experts outside the University as the joint thesis
advisor. The qualification requirements of the joint thesis advisor shall be relevant with
the employment standard of the examination board of the doctoral degree program of
this department. If the above condition is not met, a petition with the Department
Committee is required.
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The responsibilities of the thesis advisor:
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Advising the graduate students for the completion of the doctoral dissertation.
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Advising graduate students in course arrangement and selection.
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Any official outgoing correspondence of the graduate students shall be subject to
the consent of the thesis advisor and the Chairman of the Department.
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The members of the Department Committee shall assist in arranging the curriculum of
students who have not yet chosen their thesis advisor. Those who have not confirmed
their thesis advisor by the deadline shall be referred to the relevant subject area group
for further action.
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Anything not mentioned in this set of regulations shall be governed by the “National
Chiao Tung University Guidelines for the interaction between Thesis Advisor and
Graduate Students”.
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VI. Qualifying Examination
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Graduate students in the doctoral degree program shall pass the doctoral qualifying
examination before proposing the dissertation. In general, regular students should pass
the qualifying examination within 3 years after enrollment (excluding the period of leave
of absence from the study), and in-service training students should pass the qualifying
examination within 4 years after enrollment (excluding the period of leave of absence
from the study). Students who cannot pass the qualifying examination should withdraw
from the study. Students who directly pursue the doctoral degree program but fail in the
doctoral candidacy qualifying examination may apply for continuing the study in the
master's degree program subject to the review and approval of the Department Affairs
Meeting and the final approval of the President of NCTU.
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The doctoral program qualifying examination comprises of a written examination and a
review of the dissertation plan. Students who pass the qualifying examination will be
granted the status of doctoral candidates with the issuance of certificate of completion
by the department.
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The qualifying examination will be held once every semester. Graduate students in
the doctoral degree program who intend to take the examination should register

with the department 1 month before the examination.
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The written examination will be held within 1 week after the final examination of
the semester. The department will announce the exact date of the examination.
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The department will inform the students in writing of the result of the written
examination and the dissertation plan review within 2 weeks after the examination.
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Students who failed in the written examination and the dissertation plan review
may take a reattempt within the allowed period of study. A reattempt for the
examination is granted once only.
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The Group Affairs Meeting of each subject area group shall determine the subject of the

written examination of the qualifying examination and present the detail of the decision

to the Department Affairs Meeting for the record.
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Students may propose the dissertation plan only after passing the written examination.

The plan review will be taken in the form of an oral examination.
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The oral examination as mentioned in 4 should be taken publicly. The time, place, and

related content of the examination should be announced on the bulletin board of the

department 1 week before the oral examination. The oral examination board shall consist
of at least 3 persons appointed by the department at the recommendation of the academic
advisor. The score is the average of the scores given by all board members who are
present in the examination. The passing score for the degree examination is 70 out of

100. Yet, if the student receives individual scores of less than 70 from more than or

equal to 1/3 of the members, a fail of the examination will be registered regardless of the

average score. Scoring will be given once only for each examination.
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Students qualified as doctoral candidates or who have passed the written examination of
the qualifying examination who drop out from school for a specific reason in the
duration of the study and who have taken a reattempt of admission test for readmission
in the same subject are not required to take the written examination of the qualifying
examination again. The effect under this subparagraph will be applicable once only.
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VII. Degree Examination
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Doctoral candidates must meet the following requirements before applying for degree
examination:
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Meeting the course requirement as specified in III-1 of the regulations.
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Publishing at least 2 full journal papers with the affiliation of the Department of
Civil Engineering at National Chiao Tung University of which at least 1 paper
shall be published by journals indexed in the SCI, SSCI, or AHCI database. For
one of the above papers published in a journal indexed by the SCI, SSCI, or AHCI
database, the student must be the first author or the lead author after the academic
advisor. The above 2 papers should not be directly rewritten from the master thesis
and must be related to the doctoral dissertation. Students must present related
information to the Department Affairs Meeting for review and approval before the
degree examination.
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Academic papers published by doctoral students qualified as doctoral candidates
dropping out of school for specific reasons in the duration of study but are
readmitted after taking the admission test again should be recognized on condition
that the area of specialization of study remains unchanged. The effect of this
subparagraph is applicable once only
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The time, place, and dissertation topics must be announced on the bulletin board of the
department at least 1 week before the doctoral degree examination.
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The doctoral degree examination board should consist of 5 to 9 members. The members
of the examination board should be scholars and experts of NCTU, or those outside with
expertise in the subject of the dissertation of the graduate student, and meet any of the
following qualification requirements recommended by the department/college to the
President of NCTU who in turn appoints the board. At least 1/3 of the members should
be NCTU faculties and another 1/3 from scholars and experts outside NCTU.
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In the capacity of a professor.
(2) j?ﬁli“‘ -‘LF‘T mei—iﬁ%liﬁ-ﬂ-ﬁﬁ Fmﬁﬁiﬁ’*“’
In the capacity of a fellow of Academia Sinica or a research fellow of Academia
Sinica.
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In the capacity of an assistant professor, associate professor or an assistant research
fellow, associate research fellow at Academia Sinica with academic excellence.
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Holder of a doctorate degree and demonstrating academic excellence.
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With academic or professional achievement in distinctive or special academic
disciplines.
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The qualification requirements for appointment as stated from (3) to (5) shall be subject
to the approval of the Department Affairs Meeting of this department.
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The score is the average of the scores given by all board members who are present in the
examination. The passing score for the degree examination is 70 out of 100. Yet, if the
student receives individual scores of less than 70 from more than or equal to 1/3 of the
members, a fail of the examination will be registered regardless of the average score.
Scoring will be given once only for each examination.
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Students who failed the examination but are still within the allowable period of study
may take a reattempt in the examination. Only one reattempt will be granted or the
student will be ordered to withdraw from the study. If the student directly pursues the
doctoral degree program from the undergraduate program and fails the doctoral degree
examination twice but meets the requirements for conferral of a master's degree, the
student will be conferred a master's degree instead.
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The dissertation shall be typed in Chinese or English and printed into a volume. The
format shall conform to the requirement of NCTU. The preliminary draft of the master
thesis shall be forwarded to the members of the doctoral degree examination board for
review and comment at least 7 days before the degree examination.
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If the dissertation is found to be replicating the work of a third person or cheating as
determined by the examination board after review, a fail of the degree examination will
be registered. If a degree has been conferred but the student concerned was found to be
cheating or replicating the work of a third person with proof, the degree so conferred
will be revoked. Likewise, the degree diploma will be reverted.
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Graduate students in the doctoral degree program who have completed the required
number of courses and credits and passed the degree examination shall be permitted to
graduate from the program and be conferred the doctoral degree.
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The doctoral dissertation (including the abstract) should be written in Chinese and
conform to the “National Chiao Tung University Regulations Governing the Format of
Dissertations/Theses”. After passing the degree examination in a month, students should
create a file of the abstract and full text of the doctoral thesis online in soft copy (follow
the instruction of “National Chiao Tung University Regulations Governing the Format



for the Creation of Electronic File of the Abstract and Full Text of Degree
Dissertation/Thesis for Library Collection”) and submit the doctoral thesis in triplicate.
The library will keep 1 copy for the collection. A designated body of the Ministry of
Education will keep 1 copy through the Office of Academic Affairs. The Department
will keep 1 (original) copy.
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VIII. Transfer from school, department, or area of specialization
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This department will not accept transfer students from other schools or departments for
the doctoral degree program except under special circumstances after reporting to the
Department Affairs Meeting for discussion.
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Graduate students of the doctoral degree program cannot switch to other subject area
groups except under special circumstances after reporting to the Department Affairs
Meeting for discussion
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IX. Petition and Response
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Graduate students who deem themselves as being treated unfairly or unreasonably in the
duration of study may petition with the department in writing. The department shall
complete an investigation in response to the content of the petition within 30 days and give a
fair resolution.
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X. Amendment to the regulations
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Anything not mentioned in this set of regulations shall be governed by applicable rules
and regulations of the Ministry of Education and NCTU. Students who still have queries
may refer the issue to the Department Affairs Meeting for resolution.
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This set of regulations shall come into force at the resolution of the Department Affairs
Meeting subject to the review of the College Curriculum Committee and the University
Curriculum Committee and referral to the Academic Affairs Meeting for the record. The
same procedure applies to any amendment thereto.



